
favorite of the year.   
 

Sacred Vocations are tough!  A girl 
could never go into orbit or outer 
space...but want nothing more than 
to be an astronaut.  A boy could nev-
er have been to a firehouse or seen 
an emergency response….and know 
he wants to be a fireman.  But no 
one is ever going to want to be a 
priest unless his behind is in church 
for a great deal of time! 
 

I don’t have an answer: I just know 
when we keep our kids out of 
church, they will never aspire to be 
priests.  For some families, perhaps 
this is a relief.  What was once 
thought a jewel in the crown of a 
family—a priest—is now more of a 
curiosity.   A statement met with 
“well, how did that happen?” 
 

Our kids need to be encouraged that 
church is normal.  Parents and grand-
parents must set the example.  We 
are getting to...perhaps already 
at...the point where this isn’t true.  
But if the church is discouraged  be-
fore a child in every other facet of 
life, we don’t stand a chance.  The 
world wins.    
 

That’s why just praying for more 
priests isn’t going to solve what may 
very well be a crisis...and soon.  It 
begins at each tiny PNCC parish, 
letting our kids know their value and 
how much we appreciate seeing 
them at church.  Vocations may 
come later, they may not.  But it 
needs to be done right.       Fr. Jason 

June is Sacred Vocations month in the 
Polish National Catholic Church, as  you 
can see later on in this newsletter with 
the excerpt of an email from the Fu-
ture Directions Sub-Committee of the 
PNCC. 
 

Sacred Vocations is roughly defined as 
a holy job/occupation that one is spe-
cifically called or drawn to. 
 

In the excerpt, the call is for vocations 
and the avenues to which we can cull 
information to address them.   
 

In so many words, sacred vocations are 
down across the world.  And the ques-
tion is...why?   
 

As a 21st century young adult, it’s easy 
to see the answer why– we live in a 
world that leads us away from Christ. 
 

See, my memory only reaches back to 
the 1980’s, which were a pretty dark 
time in our country– we were at the 
brink of war the entire decade, the 
field of medicine was a mess, music 
and fashion were blech...and the Sun-
day morning revolution really began. 
 

Yes, it was present before, but hear me 

out– it was this decade when it be-
came easy to avoid Christ and his 
Church.  It was then that soccer games 
migrated from Saturdays to Sundays, 
when football ratings exploded, and 
when the band Loverboy decided for 
everyone else that “Everybody’s Work-
ing for the Weekend.” 
 

Nope...God has been in the removal 
process for years. Civil institutions 
have done away with scriptural 
quotes, depictions of the Ten Com-
mandments, and instances of “In God 
We Trust.”   
 

Media really only shows religious sto-
ries when it is something disastrous: 
an issue of abuse or a church closing. 
 

Though it is an integral of human his-
tory, the Bible is non-existent in 
school.  In many districts, it is held in 
the same regard as Aesop’s Fables and 
nothing near the living Word of God. 
 

Religious holidays are breeding ground 
for commercialism, all under the guise 
of  preparing for “family time.”   
 

We have been taught, outside of the 
church what the real meaning of 
Christmas is...good will, giving, not 
receiving….or something like that.  
Anything to distract from the reality of 
Christ.  I’m a sucker too– the NBA 
Christmas Day games are among my 

Pastor: Rev. Jason H. Soltysiak 
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Polish Constitution Day Parade 

On Sunday, May 7, parishioners and 

friends of St. Mary’s participated in the 

Polish Constitution Day Parade in Par-

ma. 

The parish has been part of this parade 

for a number of years now.  We were 

blessed with a large group, new faces 

(human and canine), and parishioner 

Jack Amburgey providing his “troop 

mover” truck to give us some pizzazz.   
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Mothers’ Day at St. Mary’s 

Mother’s Day was celebrated at St. 
Mary’s with prayers at Holy Mass and 
with a delicious brunch after 9am Mass, 
hosted by Branch #29 of the YMSofR. 
 
A delicious spread of fruit, pastries, 
coffee, juices, quiches, and, yes, mimo-
sas were served.  All of the ladies of the 
parish also received a flower. 
 

It was a pretty neat retreat, replete with discussion, debate, 
togetherness, and accomplishment.   
 

The group meets annually—the where's and when's will be 
announced. Until next time! 

Fr. Jason was able to attend the 2017 annual Clergy Retreat 
of the Western Diocese from Monday May 15 to Wednes-
day, May 17.   
 

The theme this year was “Mercy” and 
our Retreat Master was the Rt. Rev. Paul 
Sobiechowski from the Eastern Diocese.  

Clergy Retreat 

A special presentation was made to a 
special lady: Mrs. Josephine Ference.  
She was presented with a gift and a 
blessing for being our “parish mother”, 
the one who has been around longer 
than anyone else! 
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The 72nd National YMSofR/PNCC Bowling Tournament 
took place May 19-21, hosted by Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Parish in Wallington, NJ.   
 

St. Mary’s had but 3 attendees this year: Fr. Jason, Elaine 
Ploskonka, and Greg Hodor, team captain of “Hodor’s 
Heroes.”    
 

We all stayed through the weekend, attending Mass at 
the parish before heading home.  Fr. Jason was able to 
proclaim the Gospel in English & Polish at the day’s 
Mass. 
 
Unfortunately, the only trophies brought home from 
New Jersey were perhaps a few extra pounds around 
the waist from the delicious food.  All three of St. Mary’s 
representatives left their skills somewhere in Ohio on 
the way in...let’s hope they recoup it by next year’s tour-
nament, which will be in the Northeast PA area. 

Bowling Tournament 
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Hygiene Kits 

On Friday, May 5th, St. Mary’s Mission 
Team and Love of God Sodality teamed 
up to continue one of the unique minis-
tries of our parish. 
 
For a few years now, the parish has put 
out the call for people to bring in indi-
vidually wrapped hygiene items, from 

In preparation for their renowned PolishFest Craft Booth, the Love of 
God Sodality has been meeting to put together some wonderful crafts, 

as well as to work 
on the plastic bag 
mattress ministry.  
Here are some 
quick shots of 
their recent work.  

Sodality Workshops 

combs to toothpaste to shampoo to 
wash cloths.  They are then put togeth-
er in individual bags and sent to a place 
of need.  We have been sending them 
most recently to the St. Malachi Center 
in Cleveland, 

which runs a shower ministry. 
 
Thanks to all who donated items to-
wards this or who came to offer a hand. 
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Sacred Vocations Month 

June is Sacred Vocations month.  
This is the time when we must pray 
for and encourage young (and not 
so young) men to the priesthood.  
Start small – try to get your grand-
son to become an altar server.  But 
Vocations go farther than that.  Ask 
your daughter if she would like to 
be a lector, or ask your niece if she 
would like to be an altar server.  

The more who serve, the better.! 

May Devotions 

Thank you to all who came and 

worshipped God, honored Mary, 

adored and knelt before the Most 

Blessed Sacrament during our 

weekly Marian Devotions during the 

Month of May.   

NSOCL Meets 

The National School of Christian 

Living Commission, which includes 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, 

Bishop Stanley Bilinski, and even 

little ol’ Fr. Jason, meets at St. 

Mary’s on June 21 and 22.  Please 

keep the work of the NSOCL in 

providing our children with fresh 

material in your prayers. 

Youth Gathering 

Takes place at Heidelberg Universi-
ty in Tiffin, OH July 18-21 – it is 

open to children ages 8-18.  Par-
ents – if you have any questions, 

please reach out to Fr. Jason, who 
will attend and provide transporta-

tion.  Info packets are available 
under the bulletin board. 

  

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

Of Ms. Halina Dreger takes place 

Sunday, June 25 at 10am by Rt. 

Rev. Stanley Bilinski. Please note 

that there is only one Mass this day. 

Food Ministry  

Thank you to all who have been 

integral in hosting our Food Minis-

tries.  We take our first month off in 

years (!) in July—please pass on the 

word that there is no Food Ministry 

on Wednesday, July 5. 

 PolishFest and Car Show 

For those planning in advance, the 

date for this year’s PolishFest is July 6-

9 and the Dinner and a Car Show will 

be Saturday, August 5. 

Pierogi Making 

Takes place Saturday, June 24.. Please 

plan on helping...bring a friend! 

  Plastic Bags 

You know you have plastic bags full of 

plastic bags in your home.  The Mission 

Team is calling for a collection of these 

items, which will then be woven to 

make temporary bedding for the 

needy.  This program will benefit those 

who have nowhere else to lay their 

heads in the coming months.  

KURS 2017 

What is Kurs?  It is a youth camp for 

the entirety of the PNCC which has 

been functioning for nearly a century.  

It takes place on historic Spojnia Farm 

in Waymart, PA from July 1-8th.  Info is 

available by speaking to Fr. Jason. 

Various Announcements 

Parish Potluck 

On Sunday, May 7, the 4th Sunday 

of Easter, we held our Parish Pot-

luck. It has been our recent history 

to hold a post-Easter Parish Pot-

luck, to spend time eating good 

food Easter, and enjoying each oth-

er’s company.  Look at all of these 

happy faces! 
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Memorial Day Services 

Memorial Day services were held on Mon-
day, May 29 at 10am under a beautiful, 
sunny sky on a temperate Memorial Day. 
 
Fr. Jason led the prayer service along with 
Fr. Greg Gronn, assisted by Chuck Repede.  
The day’s congregation was made up of 
parishioners of St. Mary’s as well as fami-
lies who had loved ones buried at the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Cemetery.   
 
We were honored by the presence of com-
bined branches of the PLAV, Polish Legion 
of American Veterans, who took part in the 
service, prayed, played taps, and had a sa-
lute. 

 
 
 

 

any lingering issues from the previous 
year.   
 

Many thanks to all who attended, and 
mark your calendars! 

PolishFest Meeting 

A meeting for the 2017 PolishFest took 
place on Wednesday, May 31 at 6pm.  It 
preceded our service of May Devotions 
by an hour, and most meeting 
attendees spent time in prayer after. 

 
The meeting was to get the groundwork 
in place for the July 6-9 PolishFest, to 
set up a check list of needs, review per-
sons, places, & things, and to go over 
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On Your Mark - Get Set - Go.  We're off and running to another 
busy summer in the life of our Parish.  
 

Hi everyone.  I hope this finds all of you doing well and enjoying 
the start of your summer!  It's possible the warm weather is here 
for a while but then again who knows - we are Cleveland and 
things are always changing! 
 

Well, on to my message for the month.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
  

Saturday, June 24 is Pierogi Making Day.  These pierogi are be-
ing made for the PolishFest.  Our goal is over 4,000 to be made 
that day.  Come enjoy the fun and fellowship that can be had.  The 
more hands we have helping the faster the process.  WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!  
 

The preliminary work for the upcoming PolishFest July 6-9 is well 
underway and the time is approaching fast!  We have been 
blessed with each PolishFest being better than the one before and 
that is of course what we're hoping for in our 4th year.  In order to 
make that possible we need people to share in the responsibility 
of the work that needs to be done from set-up to tear-down and 
everything in between.  The more people there are the easier it 
will be!  Please have a conversation with Father, Mary Ann 
Kasperczyk or me to let us know how you'd like to help.  There will 
be sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall in order to organize all the 
necessary work stations.  See the front cover of this month's 
newsletter for dates and times.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!   
If you are for whatever reasons unable to offer your assistance 
during those days please consider a financial donation to help 
defray some of the cost involved in this event. 
 

The National School of Christian Living Commission will be 
meeting at our Parish July 21 & 22.  We will be hosting guests 
from a number of our sister parishes.  Prime Bishop Mikovsky will 
be celebrating Mass on Wednesday, July 21 at 5:00 p.m.  If your 
schedule allows please make plans to attend Mass that day and 
offer a warm welcome to our visitors!  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

Saturday, July 22 is Pierogi Making Day.  Yes another pierogi 
making day.  This time for the Car Show.  The amount is not nearly 
as much as is necessary for the PolishFest but all help is still wel-
come and appreciated.  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

The 8th Annual Dinner & A Car Show is coming up August 5th.  
The Fesz Family, under the fine tuned leadership of Steve, has this 
event worked out in every detail.  Talk to Steve if you're interest-
ed in offering some assistance that day.  Bring your family and 
friends and spend some time walking through the parking lot 
looking at all the amazing cars, chatting with the owners, and then 
enjoy a delicious Polish meal.  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

The spiritual, physical, and financial success of our Parish is up to 
each and every one of us.  With the next couple months being 
very active for the parish we need everyone's cooperation!  Please 
take part in whatever way you can to help.  Ask your friends if 
they'd be interested in lending a helping hand at your Parish - who 
knows where it may lead?    Thank You! 

 

When God Created Fathers 
 

When the good Lord was creating fathers, He started 
with a tall frame. And a female angel nearby said, 
"What kind of father is that? If you’re going to make 
children so close to the ground, why have you put fa-
thers up so high? He won’t be able to shoot marbles 
without kneeling, tuck a child in bed without bending, or 
even kiss a child without a lot of stooping."  
And God smiled and said, "Yes, but if I make him child 
size, who would children have to look up to?"  
And when God made a father’s hands, they were large 
and sinewy.  
And the angel shook her head sadly and said, "Do You 
know what You’re doing? Large hands are clumsy. They 
can’t manage diaper pins, small buttons, rubber bands 
on pony tails or even remove splinters caused by base-
ball bats."  
God smiled and said, "I know, but they’re large enough 
to hold everything a small boy empties from his pockets 
at the end of a day…yet small enough to cup a child’s 
face."  
Then God molded long, slim legs and broad shoulders.  
The angel nearly had a heart attack. "Boy, this is the 
end of the week, all right," she clucked. "Do You realize 
You just made a father without a lap? How is he going 
to pull a child close to him without the kid falling be-
tween his legs?"  
God smiled and said, "A mother needs a lap. A father 
needs strong shoulders to pull a sled, balance a boy on a 
bicycle or hold a sleepy head on the way home from the 
circus."  
God was in the middle of creating two of the largest 
feet anyone had ever seen when the angel could contain 
herself no longer. "That’s not fair. Do You honestly 
think those large boats are going to dig out of bed ear-
ly in the morning when the baby cries? Or walk through 
a small birthday party without crushing at least three 
of the guests?"  
And God smiled and said, "They’ll work. You’ll see. 
They’ll support a small child who wants to "ride a horse 
to Banbury Cross" or scare off mice at the summer 
cabin, or display shoes that will be a challenge to fill."  
God worked throughout the night, giving the father 
few words, but a firm authoritative voice; eyes that 
see everything, but remain calm and tolerant.  
Finally, almost as an afterthought, He added tears. 
Then He turned to the angel and said, "Now are you 
satisfied that he can love as much as a mother?"  
And the angel shutteth up! 

By Erma Bombeck 
 
To all of our great fathers we extend our heart-
felt wishes for a wonderful Fathers’ Day.  May 
God bless and protect you!   We also remember 
in thoughtful prayer those fathers that have 
gone on to eternal life. 

A note from your parish chair 
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Dear Bishops, Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, Deacons and Faithful of our Holy Church, 
As we begin the month of June and prepare to again celebrate the Great Solemnity of Pentecost may we embrace the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit and allow the Spirit to guide us always.  Our Holy Church also dedicates this month for Sacred Voca-
tions.  We thank Fr. Dr. Scott Lill, the Chairman of our PNCC Sacred Vocations Commission, for preparing this month's Future 
Direction Commitment Message. 
 

As Polish National Catholics, we believe that Jesus continues to invite particular men of our Church to join in his own minis-
try within the Priesthood and Diaconate.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord’s call comes to those whom He has 
chosen in a great variety of ways, mysteriously suited to the one being called.  
 

Sometimes, the individual being called is not able to recognize and acknowledge the voice of the Paraclete spoken within his 
own heart or, even should he hear it, he cannot summon the personal strength to freely respond.  From the writings of the 
Church Fathers and the Saints, we have come to know that this is not new and that there can be many factors which might 
diminish one’s ability or willingness to affirmatively respond to a priestly vocation.  These include a strong sense of personal 
unworthiness, doubting the suitability of one’s natural abilities and gifts, a fear of the sacred weightiness of the ministry, 
and a lack of family support.  Yet, in the face of these potential reasons for resistance, the Lord’s call remains!     
 

Finally, please pray, as Jesus Himself commanded, for an increase in vocations to the ordained ministry.  Although we pray 
even more fervently for Sacred Vocations during the month of June, it is really a continual, year-round responsibility.  Here 
is a short prayer that each of us could commit to praying every day:   
 

Heavenly Father, Master of the harvest, we humbly ask You to send more laborers into Your fields, for the work is indeed 
great.  Grant more faithful priests and deacons to Your Polish National Catholic Church.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Please continue to share with the Future Direction committee the efforts in your parish of implementing the 2017 Action 
Plan.  How are your community service projects going?  Let us rejoice in the opportunity God is providing us to put the Holy 
Gospel into action in our local communities.   If you know of parishioners or friends who are not a part of our monthly email 
updates – please have them email us at FutureDirection@pncc.org to become a part of this important effort for our Holy 
Church.  Please keep this church-wide undertaking begun at Holy Synod in your daily prayers – asking the Holy Spirit to lead 
and guide this work and allow it to bear fruit for the building of His Kingdom through our Holy Church.  As we continue our 
year of commitment 2017 - let us continue and renew our Commitment to Christ and our Holy Catholic and Apostolic PNCC. 
 

May God bless you and may the Spirit guide you this Pentecost and always!  
 

We continue to implement the five themes the Synod determined for our future direction: 

 Growth and Membership 

 Increase Spirituality 

 Lifelong Learning 

 Sacred Vocations 

 Community Involvement and Presence 
 

Action Plan for 2017- a Year of Commitment 

1. Greater Understanding of Church Solemnities: Institution of PNCC 

2. Two Days of Retreat: Lent and Advent 

3. Complete at least four community service projects 

4. Implementing the Commitment Component 

5. Stewardship component 

6. Implement Lay Ministry Program in PNCC 

7. Continuing Adult Education 

8. Utilize Social Media & PNCC Future Direction You Tube Channel 

PNCC Future Directions Subcommittee June update 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aHIQB2JgLjBL1FSJcAPQF5DoA01MFOYZHEzrOM5_BJys=/bWFpbHRvOkZ1dHVyZURpcmVjdGlvbkBwbmNjLm9yZw==/a1R_s4SrSA0td-MbUPApug==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%27%22%5d.+?)%5b%27%22%5d)&hr


S T .  M A R Y ’ S  P N C C  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

June Days of  Note 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
2nd   –   Jordan Michalczyk 
2nd   –   Nicole Michalczyk 
6th   –   Bridgette Dotson 
10th  –   Megan Knapp 
12th –   Madi Ference 
13th –   Gerald Beres 
27th –   June Zaun 
27th –   Jeanette Ols 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25th —   Fr. Jason & Natalie Soltysiak 
27th —   Bruce & Barbara Bogzevitz 
28th —   Adolph Jr. & Teresa Kasperczyk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“On Sacred Vocations” 
 

From our Western Diocese Site 
 

“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.’ Immediate-
ly they left their nets and followed him. “-- 
Matthew 4:19-20 
 

Do I have a vocation?  
In simple words, yes, we all do. God has a 
role for each of us in His kingdom. But, 
how can I be sure that God is calling me to 
a life of professional commitment to His 
people through ministry in the Church? 
Some people can enter a church and feel 
suddenly at peace. Some are taken by the 
beauty of the Eucharist or a liturgical ser-
vice. Some feel a passion for proclaiming 
God's word and for teaching. Some see 
the suffering or need in their brothers and 
sisters and want to help - not just with the 
immediate need but with God's eternal 
love. Others look to the holy example of 
the saints and modern heroes, who es-
pouse and live according to God's word, 
and seek to follow that example. Yes, each 
person has a role in God's Kingdom. The 
role is clearest when we listen to God's 
plan for us. When we wipe away the fa-
cades and the pretenses, and stand before 
God as the people we really are. When we 
do this we can say to the Lord - "Here I 
am, I heard you calling" We are then ready 
to strive to meet that calling with all our 
energy, freely giving of ourselves and our 
talents in the process. Giving ourselves to 
God does not necessarily require us to 
commit to the life of a priest or deacon. It 
does require that we give ourselves to 
God fully in each thing we do. It requires 
us to see Christ in all of our brothers and 
sisters - especially in those where it is 
most difficult to find Him. If you have un-
dertaken and committed to a process of 
striving to follow God's will in everything 
you do, and have done so for quite a 
while, you may be at the right moment in 
your life - a moment in which God is clear-
ly calling you to investigate making a full 
time commitment to Him as a priest or 
deacon. A commitment at this level is 
filled with rewards, the greatest of which 
is serving the Lord. At the same time there 
are necessary sacrifices. As with any voca-
tion the rewards and sacrifices are in bal-
ance as long as the individual taking them 
on is in balance. In the ministry this bal-
ance is aided by God's gift of Grace im-
parted at ordination. 

Please pray for these St. Mary’s parishioners: 

Bill & Pat Glatzer           Barbara Baranowski 
Bill & Joan Kastak                 Anna Dawidziuk 
Craig Atherton                  John Spilka  
Tom Petrie         Mary Ann Loschelder      
Ralph & June Zaun            Len Pryer 
Marty Bengela    Kathleen Beres 
Floyd & Elaine Rzonca   Frank Dominik 
Kathleen Beres        Louise Cygan 
Chester & Helen Budney         Bruno Tracy 
Chester & Ann Warzala Hilda Grabowski 

Please pray for our family and friends: 

Wanda Clark        Beth Chihill 
Michael Cosevin             Helen Cummings 
Laina Dachtal                        Gayle Green 
Jay Grabowsky        Pam Chesar 
Cecelia Hall  Caroline Kunes 
Mark & Kim Andreas                 Thomas Lill    
John & Anne Nemetz      Bea Miskow 
Rose Neyman       Carol & Chuck Boesch 
Joanie True      Daniel Rinella 
Fr. Tom Sheha                Fr. Sr. Gus Sicard 
Gracie Pijor               Ben Soltesy 
Don and Pam Tropiano           Linda Vect 
Dennis and Sue Vect      Marcus Vaughn, Jr. 
Bryson Dzuroff                      Al Tomasello 
Cherise Pacanovsky                    Jane Hunter 
Dennis Thome              The Finnie Family 
Carlene Fliss           Jim Fliss Jr. 
Duda Family                  Daniel Morgan  
Nan Cramer             Bp. Stanley Bilinski     
Bp. John Mack        David Vaden 
Bp. John Swantek      Jeannie Bartko Muran 
Johanna Markiewicz   Edna Samelson 
Kim Blaha                Bill Chambers Sr. 
Wanda Heffner    Geri S. 
Donna Kidd  Colleen Howard 
Muffie B.           Nancy Jablonowski 
Marilyn Girard                   George Pofok       
Stephanie Milla               Rich Dombrowski 
Shannon Alberino              Bp. Thomas Gnat 
Jeremy Steinbrick     Coleen Fisteck 
Marcia Klein              Fr. Sr. Joseph Soltysiak 

Those in nursing homes or assisted living: 

Polly Gajda      Gene Mora 

WE ALSO REMEMBER 
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY   

ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN  
Bless them, O Lord.  

Our Prayer List 

Visit us online at 
www.stmaryspncc.org 
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